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Foreword

2025 was another hugely active year for human rights work at the Peter Tatchell Foundation (PTF). Across
the UK and internationally, the Foundation combined direct-action protest, diplomatic pressure, media
advocacy and frontline casework to challenge homophobia, transphobia and wider human rights abuse.

From pressing the UK's police forces to apologise for decades of homophobic persecution, to standing
with LGBT+ Afghans fleeing the Taliban, exposing repression in Qatar and Hungary, and supporting
hundreds of individuals through direct casework, the Foundation's small team punched well above its
weight.

“There can be no genuine liberation without the liberation of everyone facing persecution —
LGBT+ people, women, refugees and minorities alike.”

Peter Tatchell

This report draws together the campaigns, protests, casework and public interventions the Foundation
delivered over the course of the year, as recorded in PTF's news coverage and annual reporting.

W \1‘““ '."
\ R~ ‘q‘ {
s~. {

(B

=% Joanna symonds

ick-fil-A - 1.
Chick-fil-A g okt TSl chickfil-A

funded funded

Peter Tatchell Foundation — 2025 Impact Report | Page 2




2025 at a Glance

A snapshot of the Foundation's reach and casework impact over the reporting period.

240 70+ 50+

People supported through casework Media interviews secured Public talks delivered

~50 20 62%

Supporters marched at London & UK police forces to date have apologised for Of casework involved asylum
Brighton Pride historic witch-hunts support

Top countries of origin among asylum seekers supported through PTF casework: Pakistan (41%), Bangladesh (8%),
Afghanistan (5%) and Uganda (4.5%). Other casework covered mental health support (18%), housing, discrimination,
harassment and military compensation claims.
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UK Campaigns

Police Apology Campaign: Righting Historic Wrongs
The Foundation's long-running campaign pressing UK police forces to apologise for decades of

homophobic 'witch-hunts', including arrests, harassment and outing of LGBT+ people under now-repealed
laws, remained a central focus throughout 2025.

MARCH 2025

West Midlands Police urged to apologise
After the Chief Constable declined to engage, PTF turned to the Police & Crime Commissioner, pressing
West Midlands Police to apologise for its historic treatment of LGBT+ people.

APRIL — SEPTEMBER 2025

Manchester: a long fight for an apology

PTF repeatedly pressed Greater Manchester Police and Mayor Andy Burnham to apologise for decades in
which LGBT+ people were insulted, harassed, assaulted and outed by Manchester police. Chief Constable
Stephen Watson twice refused, first in June and again in September, despite nearly two years of
engagement.

DECEMBER 2025

Andy Burnham apologises

The campaign secured a partial breakthrough in December when Mayor Andy Burnham issued an apology
for Manchester police's homophobic past, although Chief Constable Watson continued to refuse to do so
personally, leaving the campaign for a full force apology ongoing into 2026.

By the close of the reporting period, PTF's campaign had secured apologies from 20 UK police forces, with roughly 25
forces still being pursued directly and via elected mayors and Police and Crime Commissioners.

Pride: Protest, Not Just Party
MAY 2025

Police forcibly remove Peter Tatchell from Birmingham Pride

Peter Tatchell was forcibly removed from the Birmingham Pride march after criticising past police
homophobia and calling for a police apology: an incident PTF highlighted as symptomatic of Pride's drift
away from its protest roots.

JUNE 2025

“Pride is a protest — not a party”
Peter Tatchell wrote publicly that Pride began as a protest and that the movement needs to recapture that
spirit of resistance, arguing against the corporatisation of Pride events.

JULY - AUGUST 2025

Solidarity with Palestinian LGBTs at London and Brighton Pride

PTF's contingents at both London Pride (5 July — Peter Tatchell's 54th consecutive London Pride march)
and Brighton Pride carried a message of solidarity with Palestinian LGBT+ people, condemning Hamas's

persecution of queer Palestinians while backing a two-state solution with equality, democracy and peace

for Jews and Arabs. Around 50 supporters marched at each event.
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Tatchell: ban police from Manchester Pride
Ahead of Manchester Pride, Tatchell called for police to be excluded from the march until Greater
Manchester Police apologised for its historic homophobic conduct.

Responding to the Supreme Court Ruling on Trans Rights

APRIL 2025

Following the Supreme Court's ruling on the legal definition of sex, PTF publicly challenged the
mainstream interpretation of the judgment, describing it as flawed and warning of detrimental unintended
consequences for trans people.

Boycotting Chick-fil-A

AUGUST - SEPTEMBER 2025

PTF led efforts to block the US fast-food chain Chick-fil-A from opening in the UK, highlighting its history of
funding anti-LGBT+ campaigns and groups. The Foundation went on to expose the company's previously
secret London office, one of very few organisations to draw attention to its quiet UK expansion.

Conversion Therapy: #StopDithering

JULY 2025

A year on from the change of government, PTF's #StopDithering campaign highlighted that ministers had
still not delivered a promised ban on conversion practices, despite continued assurances that legislation
was forthcoming “soon”.

Culture and Commentary
JUNE 2025

PTF also engaged with LGBT+ representation in popular culture, arguing that DC Comics' reluctance to
confirm Wonder Woman's queerness amounted to a form of straightwashing.

Voices

COMMENT

Why it’s time Wonder Woman was
allowed to live her bisexual truth

For the fifth year runnmg, Wonder Woman has been excluded from DC Comics’ Pride anthology, writes
The superhero comic publisher’s failure to acknowledge the Amazon’s queer identity is straightwashing and shoves her
to the back of the closet

Monday 30 June 2025 15:33 BST

@ A CJ 80 Comments

Source: https://www.independent.co.uk/voices/pride-month-wonder-woman-dc-comics-lgbt-b2779423.html
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International Advocacy

Commonwealth Day 2025

MARCH 2025

On Commonwealth Day, PTF rallied alongside LGBT+ refugees to jeer Commonwealth leaders over anti-
LGBT+ persecution, pressing the Commonwealth Secretariat to uphold the equal-rights guarantees of the
Commonwealth Charter. The Foundation noted that 29 of the 56 Commonwealth countries still criminalise
homosexuality.

Afghanistan: Supporting LGBT+ People Under the Taliban
JANUARY 2025

ICC seeks arrest of Taliban leaders
PTF welcomed news that the International Criminal Court was seeking the arrest of senior Taliban leaders,
describing it as a positive step given the regime's homophobic persecution.

MARCH 2025

Taliban arrest and torture LGBT+ activists
PTF drew attention to the arrest and torture of LGBT+ activists by the Taliban, who feared being forced to
name others under duress.

MAY 2025

Jailed and tortured Afghan LGBTs appeal for help

Afghan LGBT+ people facing execution appealed through PTF for international support and attention.
Over the year, PTF's team also advised and assisted with the extraction of LGBT+ people at risk from
Afghanistan, and lobbied for the release of those captured and jailed by the Taliban.

Hungary: Solidarity Ahead of the Banned Budapest Pride

MARCH — JUNE 2025

PTF urged international stars performing in Budapest to consider a boycott over Hungary's Pride ban, and
in June held a Solidarity Pride protest at the Hungarian Embassy in London, just before the banned
Budapest Pride march, bringing together LGBT+ speakers from Hungary to spotlight the Orban
government's crackdown on freedom of expression and the right to protest.
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Sport and Human Rights
FEBRUARY 2025

Saudi Arabia and the 2034 World Cup

Peter Tatchell wrote to the Saudi Football Federation seeking assurances on LGBT+ rights ahead of the
2034 FIFA World Cup, part of a wider campaign lobbying against Saudi Arabia's hosting given the
country's record on women's, LGBT+ and migrant workers' rights.

Pakistan and Balochistan
JUNE 2025

PTF highlighted escalating repression in occupied Balochistan, warning that the crackdown had made
democratic change increasingly impossible and was provoking violent resistance.

Qatar

Building on PTF's protest at the Emir of Qatar's December 2024 state visit to London, where the
Foundation exposed the country's human rights record directly in view of King Charles and the Emir, PTF
continued to press the issue of Qatari human rights abuses into 2025.

The Vatican

APRIL 2025
Responding to commentary following Pope Francis's death, PTF assessed his legacy as one of greater
personal compassion but continued institutional homophobia, noting his opposition to same-sex marriage
and trans rights.

Gaza, Ukraine and Beyond

Alongside its LGBT+ rights work, PTF campaigned for a Gaza ceasefire, the return of Israeli hostages and
the release of Palestinian political prisoners including Marwan Barghouti; supported the Ukraine Solidarity
Campaign in exposing Russian war crimes and state homophobia; and highlighted human rights abuses
and anti-LGBT+ legislation in Ghana, Sudan, the DR Congo and West Papua.

Peter Tatchell was arrested on
the 17 May Palestine march
for "racially and religiously
aggravated behaviour" over
his placard which condemned
human rights abuses by both
Israel and Hamas. Police later
admitted he was arrested in
error. He is now bringing a civil
claim against the police.
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Casework: Changing Lives

Behind PTF's public campaigning sits a steady
stream of direct, individual casework, support for
refugees and victims of discrimination and hate
crime.

This vital work was coordinated throughout 2025 by
caseworker Pliny Soocoormanee, pictured here
alongside Peter Tatchell.

In the reporting period, PTF's casework
supported 240 individuals, across the following
areas:

EN 62% of all casework was focused on asylum issues.
FOR LG BTI s 18% on providing Mental health support

And the remainder on Housing, discrimination,
FUG E[Q immigration, harassment and military compensation
(3 B

claims.

The top countries of origin among asylum seekers assisted were Pakistan (41%), Bangladesh (8%),
Afghanistan (5%) and Uganda (4.5%).

“Our casework continued to save lives — giving refugees and victims of discrimination
somewhere to turn when no one else would help.”

Pliny Soocoormanee, Executive Officer and Casework Coordinator

2025 CASEWORK REPORT !E Peter Tatchell Foundation
Speaking out for Human Rights

How We Help 2025 ANNUAL IMPACT

® 62% Asylum

® 12% Misc people helped this year
240 @ 4% Discrimination
people

® 4%  Police & Legal

2,900+ lives changed since 2013
Other
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Media & Public Profile

PTF's visibility in the media and public discourse remained strong throughout 2025, with the Foundation
securing more than 70 media interviews and delivering over 50 public talks across a wide range of LGBT+
and wider human rights issues.

Coverage spanned breaking news responses (police apologies, arrests, court rulings), campaign
journalism (Chick-fil-A, conversion therapy, Commonwealth advocacy) and cultural commentary, keeping
PTF's positions in front of policymakers, journalists and the public throughout the year.

Is this the bravest man m Bntam"

= uum-m He's been beaten senseless by
M@esﬂmgsmdmlsianrlazls.
~ His home's been set ablaze by
assassins. For many, Peter Tatchell
is an unlikely hero — but, as this
- interview reveals, his almost
: suiudalwngeishmathtalmg

half
price

januarysale
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A Daily Mail feature on Peter Tatchell, Source: The Independent
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Looking Ahead: November 2025 — October 2026

Building on 2025's momentum, the Foundation's priorities for the year ahead include:

e Casework advice and support for 200+ refugees and victims of discrimination and hate crime

e Continuing the #ApologiseNow campaign to secure apologies from the remaining ~25 UK police
forces

e Continuing the #StopDithering campaign for a full ban on LGBT+ conversion practices

e Ensuring government delivers promised compensation for sacked and victimised LGBT+ military
veterans

e Collaborating with Afghan LGBT+ group Roshaniya to support people fleeing Afghanistan
e Continuing to oppose Chick-fil-A's UK expansion given its funding of anti-LGBT+ campaigns

e Lobbying against anti-LGBT+ policies in Commonwealth countries and for reform at the |IOC over
the 2036 Olympics host selection

e Supporting human rights and democracy campaigns in Russia, Ukraine, Syria, the DR Congo,
West Papua, Iran, Uganda, Balochistan and Saudi Arabia

e Solidarity with Palestinian LGBT+ people and continued advocacy for the release of Marwan
Barghouti

As part of its newly approved five-year strategic plan (2026—-2030), the Foundation will also work to
strengthen governance and fundraising, modernise its communications and digital reach, refresh its brand
and website, explore new Student Research Support Grants, and prepare to mark Peter Tatchell's 75th
birthday, sixty years of activism, and 15 years of the Foundation in January 2027.

A Special Thank you to our Friends of the Foundation

In October, the PTF launched a very special initiative called
"Friends of the Foundation"

This is a dedicated community of supporters who contribute £6 or
more a month to fund the vital work the PTF does to protect civil
liberties and human rights campaigns in the UK and internationally.

We are immensely grateful to all our patrons and supporters.

" FRIENDS. |
) \

And in this report, we wanted to say a more personal thank you to * v I
everyone who became a Friend of the Foundation since October i FOUNDA'"ON

2025.

We hope this incredible community will continue to expand,
offering not only increased financial stability to the PTF but, most w
importantly, showing that the community stands with us as we

continue to advocate for equality and human rights, for everyone. ! — Fgf’?";’:?itgneu
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Thank you for standing with us in 2025

To support our work, donate, or get involved, visit

petertatchellfoundation.org

Registered Charity 1178107
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